
NOVA’S WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
FROM DEC. 21: 
Calendar 
Wednesday, 24 December 5 PM:  Christmas Eve Liturgy.  
Sunday, 4 January:  Liturgy resumes at Kenmore. 
Monday, 5 January  4 PM:  Women’s Journey Group on Zoom. 

Sunday, 11 January:  Liturgy in celebration of Nova’s 58th Anniversary, Agape to follow. 
Sunday 1 February, after liturgy:  General Meeting to approve Peace and Social Justice 
projects for 2026. 
 
Announcements: 
Christmas Eve Liturgy will be at 5 PM at the Center for Spiritual Enlightenment, 222 N. 
Washington Street, Falls Church. Clair is coordinator for the light agape after the liturgy, and 
would be grateful for any contributions of finger foods, and for anyone who's willing to stay a 
little after the liturgy to help with cleanup.  
 
There will be no liturgy on Sunday, December 28.  Kenmore is closed.  Our next liturgy is 
January 4.  
 
Let the Children Live Campaign:  Our friend Fr. Jacek sent us a flyer in support of Gaza’s 
children.  Here is a link that will take you to their signup page:  https://cmep.org/let-children-live/   
 
Sign the petition and help them raise $231:  For those who would like to help the group 
Arlington for Palestine raise $231 for supplies used for teach-ins and community events, here is 
the donation link: https://gofund.me/7ff25df92 
 
Garden Work for Ronaldo:  Ronaldo Vail (father of our refugee family from Guatemala) is 
available for garden work, however, his schedule at Target varies.  Please call Ronaldo directly 
@ 731-618-1459 to set up a time.   He welcomes extra work around the garden and home.  
Please click here for directions to his home. 
 
Food for AFAC — Finally, please continue to bring food donations for the Arlington Food 
Assistance Coalition, which needs our boxes of cold cereal, jars of peanut butter, and cans of 
tuna, beans or low-salt vegetables.  The threat to SNAP benefits, the ICE depredations and the 
cold weather increases the number of families who rely on AFAC for nutrition.  Please be 
generous. 
 
Our next liturgy will be Christmas Eve.  The planners will be Fr. Francis Gargani CSsR and 
John Mooney and Susan Barse. The scribe, if one is needed, is Linda Christie.On January 4 we  
celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany with Fr. Gino Correa OFM and the scribe will be Judy 
Christofferson. 
 
FROM DEC. 14: 
Calendar: 
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Wednesday, Dec. 17, 6:30p.m.: ZOOM discussion on housing proposal. 
Sunday, Dec. 21 before & after liturgy:  Educate the Girls craft sale. 
Sunday, Dec, 21:  Bake Sale by Nico and Isa Iskander (two of Kate's grandchildren) to benefit 
Salomon Klein orphanage in Cochabamba, Bolivia. 
Wednesday, Dec. 24, 5 p.m.: Nova’s Christmas liturgy at the Center for Spiritual Enlightenment 
in Falls Church. There will be refreshments afterwards, please bring light finger food.  Clair 
Lamb will coordinate. 
Sunday, Dec. 28: NO Nova liturgy, Kenmore is closed. 
Monday, Jan. 5, 4 p.m.:  Women’s Journey Group meets on Zoom. Jeanne Clarkson will send 
Zoom link and facilitate.  
Sunday, Jan. 11: Liturgy in celebration of Nova’s 58th anniversary.  There will be an agape with 
special cake afterwards. 
Sunday, Feb. 1 after liturgy: General meeting to approve Peace and Social Justice projects for 
2026. 
  
From Chuck Albert:  The Zoom link for Wednesday, Dec. 17 meeting on housing:  
Topic: NOVA discussion of affordable housing proposals 
Time: Dec 17, 2025 06:30 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86348181120?pwd=y2wdqffkbNsI89a0ygM6nSkua9ZyGV.1 
Meeting ID: 863 4818 1120 
Passcode: 307347 
 
Please let Dianne or Joe F know the amount of money that you can donate via check, PayPal, 
etc. to buy Giant or Target Gift Cards for needy families as designated by social workers in 
Arlington County Schools.  The Gift Cards need to be distributed by this coming Friday, Dec. 
19th.   
 
Educate the Girls craft sale is now Dec. 21. Educate the Girls supports efforts in Uganda for 
girls to attend school. Handmade baskets will be on sale, as well as colorful tote bags and 
beautiful aprons. On the same Sunday, Nancy’s son, Chris Swanberg, will bring for sale 
examples of his woodburning art. If you have a special order for a particular theme  
or design you would like Chris to make, please contact Nancy. 
  
Christmas Eve liturgy will be at the Center for Spiritual Enlightenment, 222 N. Washington St. 
in Falls Church.  The liturgy will  be followed by a light agape.  Mass begins at 5p.m.  
  
Peace and Social Justice project: Markie sent emails to all sponsors of Peace and Social 
Justice projects. If you did NOT receive an email, please let her know.  (Reminder: Peace and 
Social Justice projects will be discussed and approved at a general meeting after the liturgy on 
Sunday, Feb. 1.) 
  
From Pat Sodo:  We received a thank you from WOMEN’S PRISON BOOK PROJECT for our 
continuing collaboration.  “Our work at Women’s Prison Book Project is possible only because of 
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the time and donations given by our community. In the last year, we sent more than 7,127 
packages of books to incarcerated readers across the country. (With your help) we’ll continue 
sending books to people isolated in prisons, providing connection and important resources. 
Whether a book is educational, empowering, or escapist, we believe everyone should have 
access. In solidarity, WPBP Collective.” 
  
From Tom Clarkson: 
 1.      TEACH- IN ON PALESTINE: Please join Arlington for Palestine for a teach-in on 
Palestine 101: History and Present-Day Overview. This event will provide an open space to 
better understand the history and current situation in Palestine for people who may be anxious 
or hesitant about the subject. The teach-in will take place on Sunday December 14th, from 
2:30pm to 4:30pm. The teach-in will be in Arlington; the exact location will be shared upon 
RSVP. Please RSVP at the Link: https://bit.ly/dec14teachin.   (Please also note that the event is 
capped at 40 people!) 
2.     SIGN THE AAD PETITION AND HELP THEM RAISE $231: For those who would like to 
help the group Arlington for Palestine raise $231 for supplies used for teach-ins and community 
events, here is the donation link: https://gofund.me/7ff25df92. 
3.       Let the Children Live Campaign: Our friend Fr. Jacek sent us a flyer in support of Gaza’s 
Children.  Here is a link that will take you to their signup page:  https://cmep.org/let-children-live/ 
4.     TWO EXCELLENT SOURCES FOR DAILY NEWS: Democracy Now reports truthfully on 
war and peace, climate, and political issues. Here’s a link: 
https://www.democracynow.org/shows. Heather Cox Richardson explains current events with 
historical context.  Here’s a link: 
https://www.youtube.com/live/ApscIwDrWJI?si=e5bJZ6R25KfrRlMk. 
5.     GARDEN WORK FOR RONALDO: Ronaldo Vail (father of our refugee family from 
Guatemala) is available for garden work, however, his schedule at Target varies.  Please call 
Ronaldo directly @ 731-618-1459 to set up a time.   He welcomes extra work around the garden 
and home.  Please click here for directions to his home. 

​​  
Food for AFAC - Please continue to bring food donations for the Arlington Food Assistance 
Coalition, which needs our boxes of cold cereal, jars of peanut butter, and cans of tuna, beans, 
or low-salt vegetables. In October, AFAC was serving 4,000 families each week. That number 
was expected to increase with the threats to SNAP benefits by the Trump administration.  
Please be generous. 
  
John Veldhuis announced another Bible Study will begin after the New Year.  This one will 
be based in part on the book Separation of Church and Hate.  
  
Next Sunday is the Fourth Sunday of Advent. The planners will be Gino Correa, OFM, and Tim 
White. The scribe will be Cathy Goldschmidt who, as always, needs announcements in writing. 
 
FROM DEC 7: 
Calendar 
Sunday, Dec. 14 before & after liturgy:  Educate the Girls craft sale. 
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Wednesday, December 24, 5:00 p.m.: Christmas Eve liturgy. 
Sunday, Feb. 1 after liturgy: General meeting to approve Peace and Social Justice projects for 
2026. 
  
Educate the Girls craft sale is Dec. 14. Educate the Girls supports efforts in Uganda for girls 
to attend school. Handmade baskets will be on sale, as well as colorful tote bags and beautiful 
aprons. On the same Sunday, Nancy’s son, Chris Swanberg, will bring for sale examples of his 
woodburning art. If you have a special order for a particular theme or design you would like 
Chris to make, please contact Nancy. 
  
Christmas Eve liturgy will be held at the Center for Spiritual Enlightenment, 222 N. 
Washington St. in Falls Church.  The liturgy will be followed by a light agape. 
  
Peace and Social Justice projects: Last week Markie sent emails to all sponsors of Peace 
and Social Justice projects. If you did NOT receive an email, please let her know.  (Reminder: 
Peace and Social Justice projects will be discussed and approved at a general meeting after the 
liturgy on Sunday, Feb. 1. 
  
Apologies from Pat Sodo to anyone who brought books to today’s liturgy. She WILL be at 
NOVA on Dec. 14  and 21 and will take any books you have in your car. 
  
From Tom Clarkson: 
1. ​ TWO EXCELLENT SOURCES FOR DAILY NEWS 
Democracy Now reports truthfully on war and peace, climate, and political issues. Here’s a link: 
https://www.democracynow.org/shows 
Heather Cox Richardson explains current events with historical context.  Here’s a link: 
https://www.youtube.com/live/ApscIwDrWJI?si=e5bJZ6R25KfrRlMk. 
  
2. ​ SIGN THE AAD PETITION AND HELP THEM RAISE $231 
For those who would like to help the group Arlington for Palestine raise $231 for supplies used 
for teach-ins and community events, here is the donation link: https://gofund.me/7ff25df92.  
  
3.  ​ TEACH- IN ON PALESTINE 
Please join Arlington for Palestine for a teach-in on Palestine 101: History and Present-Day 
Overview. This event will provide an open space to better understand the history and current 
situation in Palestine for people who may be anxious or hesitant about the subject. The teach-in 
will take place on Sunday, Dec. 14, from 2:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. The teach-in will be in Arlington; 
the exact location will be shared upon RSVP. Please RSVP at this link: 
https://bit.ly/dec14teachin.   (Please also note that the event is capped at 40 people!) 
 
  
4. ​ GARDEN WORK FOR RONALDO  
Ronaldo Vail (father of our refugee family from Guatemala) is available for garden work, 
however, his schedule at Target varies.  Please call Ronaldo directly @ 731-618-1459 to set up 
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a time.   He welcomes extra work around the garden and home.  Please click here for directions 
to his home. 
  
Food for AFAC - Please continue to bring food donations for the Arlington Food Assistance 
Coalition, which needs our boxes of cold cereal, jars of peanut butter, and cans of tuna, beans, 
or low-salt vegetables. In October, AFAC was serving 4,000 families each week. That number 
was expected to increase with the threats to SNAP benefits by the Trump administration.  
Please be generous. 
  
Next Sunday is the Third Sunday of Advent.  The planners will be Charlie Miller, OFM, and 
Gloria Mog. The scribe will be Linda Christie, who, as always, needs announcements in writing. 
 
FROM NOV. 30: 
Calendar: 
Monday, Dec. 1, 4 PM:  Women’s Journey Group on Zoom. 
Saturday, Dec. 6, 7:30 PM: Alexandria Singers Unwrapped Show. 
Sunday, Dec. 7, 4 PM: Alexandria Singers Unwrapped Show. 
Sunday, Dec. 7 after liturgy:  Nova book discussion at Mogs’ home. 
Sunday, Dec. 7 after liturgy: Agape and Co-partners of Campesinas Craft Sale. 
Sunday, Dec. 14 before & after liturgy:  Educate the Girls craft sale.  
Sunday, Feb. 1 after liturgy: General meeting to approve Peace and Social Justice projects for 
2026. 
 
Announcements: 
Thanks to Father Gino, Pat Sodo and the rest of the Advent planning team for their 
preparations and reflections this first Sunday of Advent. Father Gino’s Prayers of the 
Faithful are attached. 
 
The Women’s Journey Group meets at 4 p.m. Monday, Dec. 1 on Zoom. Nancy Veldhuis will 
facilitate. Watch for the Zoom link in your email. 
 
The Co-partners of Campesinas Craft Sale will be after liturgy Sunday, Dec. 7. Crafts from 
El Salvador and Guatemala – suitable for Christmas giving! – will be for sale. 
 
NOVA’s monthly agape also is after liturgy Sunday, Dec. 7. Let Sally Keyes know what you 
can bring to share. 
 
And the Nova Book group will meet after liturgy Sunday, Dec. 7 at the Mog home. We are 
reading: “Life After Doom: Wisdom and Courage for a World Falling Apart” by Brian McLaren 
and “The Serviceberry: An Economy of Gifts and Abundance” by Robin Wall Kimmerer.  RSVP: 
gloriamog@verizon.net. 
 
The Alexandria Singers Unwrapped, a holiday variety show, has performances at 7:30 
p.m., Saturday, Dec. 6 and 4 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 7 at George Washington Masonic Memorial 
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Theatre, 101 Callahan Drive, Alexandria. There is plenty of parking. Tickets are $20-35, free 
ages 5 and under. Sunday Livestream is $25 per household. Shows are also drop-off sites for 
Volunteer Alexandria's 2025 Toy Drive. ALEXANDRIASINGERS.COM 
 
Educate the Girls craft sale is Dec. 14. Educate the Girls supports efforts in Uganda for girls 
to attend school. Handmade baskets will be on sale, as well as colorful tote bags and beautiful 
aprons. On the same Sunday, Nancy’s son, Chris Swanberg, will bring for sale examples of his 
woodburning art. If you have a special order for a particular theme or design you would like 
Chris to make, please contact Nancy. 
 
Pat Sodo will be at Nova every Sunday until Christmas accepting book donations for the 
Women’s Prison Book Project.  
 
The Peace and Social Justice team will ask the Community to approve projects for 2026 
at a general meeting after liturgy Sunday, Feb. 1. Project sponsors will receive an email this 
week asking that they update information on the projects they sponsor. Replies are needed no 
later than Jan. 15. 
 
Teddi Ahrens will deliver food and warm clothing this week to Eve Birch in West Virginia. 
Teddi thanks NOVA members for their generous donations to Eve. And she would love to have a 
companion for the drive. Please contact Teddi if you can accompany her. 
 
Henry Costello delivered cookies after liturgy to NOVA members who placed orders for 
his school fund-raiser. Cinnamon bun orders will be delivered next week. Henry’s mom, 
Stefanie, said Henry was the top fund-raiser, and she thanked NOVA for making that happen. 
 
Sally Keyes suggested adding a Legacy Contact to grant someone access to your iPhone 
after your death, or using restoration to restore your device to a previous state.  
– To set up an iPhone for legacy access, go to Settings > [your name] > Sign-In & Security > 
Legacy Contact and follow the steps to add a contact and share the access key.  
– To restore an iPhone from a backup, turn on your new iPhone and follow the on-screen 
prompts to "Restore from iCloud Backup" or use a computer with iTunes/Finder to "Restore 
Backup”.  
 
Gaza Mom wants to give Arabic lessons:  A friend of the Clarksons is helping a mother in 
Gaza make money by doing long-distance Arabic teaching.  Here is the text of the mom’s ad: “I, 
Faten Abu Rajila am pleased to announce: Regarding accepting students for Arabic language 
lessons, we offer step-by-step lessons for beginners, covering Modern Standard Arabic, the 
Levantine dialect, and the Palestinian dialect.  The lessons will be delivered via WhatsApp live 
for one hour weekly or twice a month. Tuition is $50 an hour.”  Faten needs the money from 
these lessons to pay her rent in Gaza and to protect her family from the winter cold they would 
face if they had to move to a tent.”  Please email Katie Metres Akbar, kmakbar1@yahoo.com,  
for further information. 
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Please sign the petition and help them raise $231:  For those who would like to help the 
group Arlington for Palestine raise $231 for supplies used for teach-ins and community events, 
here is the donation link: https://gofund.me/7ff25df92.  
 
Garden work for Ronaldo: Ronaldo Vail, father of our refugee family from Guatemala, is 
available for garden work. His regular job is at Target; however, his schedule varies.  Please call 
Ronaldo directly at 731-618-1459 to set up a time.   He welcomes extra work around the garden 
and home.  Please click here for directions to his home. 
 
Food for AFAC — Finally, please continue to bring food donations for the Arlington Food 
Assistance Coalition, which needs our boxes of cold cereal, jars of peanut butter, and cans of 
tuna, beans or low-salt vegetables. In October, AFAC was serving 4,000 families each week. 
That number was expected to  increase in November with the threats to SNAP benefits by the 
Trump administration.  Please be generous. 
 
Next Sunday is the First Sunday of Advent.  The planners will be Francis Gargani, CSsR, 
and Chuck and Pat Albert. The scribe will be Judy Christofferson who, as always, needs 
announcements in writing please. – submitted by Markie Harwood. 
 
FROM NOV. 23: 
Calendar: 
Monday, Dec. 1, 4 PM:  Women’s Journey Group on Zoom. 
Saturday, Dec. 6, 7:30 PM: Alexandria Singers Unwrapped Show. 
Sunday, Dec. 7, 4 PM: Alexandria Singers Unwrapped Show. 
Sunday, Dec. 7 after liturgy:  Nova Book discussion at Mogs’ home. 
Sunday, Dec. 7 after liturgy: Co-partners of Campesinas Craft Sale. 
Sunday, Dec. 14 before & after liturgy:  Educate the Girls craft sale.  
 
Announcements: 
Please return your pledge cards. Not everyone has returned their pledge cards with the 
amount that they plan to contribute to Nova in 2026.  If you are a remote member, you can 
always call Joe or Dianne.   
 
All 2026 liturgies have been “adopted.” Use https://gcatholic.org/calendar/2026/General-G-en  
to see the liturgical feast that corresponds to your calendar date.  Once you know your liturgical 
feast, you can use the Nova reading site  https://www.novacatholic.org/nova-readings-files.html  
to find the Year A readings for that Sunday.   
 
The Co-partners of Campesinas Craft Sale will be Dec. 7. 
 
The Nova Book group will meet Dec. 7 after liturgy at the Mog home. We are reading: “Life 
After Doom: Wisdom and Courage for a World Falling Apart” by Brian McLaren and “The 
Serviceberry: An Economy of Gifts and Abundance” by Robin Wall Kimmerer.  RSVP: 
gloriamog@verizon.net. 
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Next Sunday, Nov. 30 is the First Sunday of Advent.  As is NOVA's tradition, please come a 
bit early and settle in quietly before Mass begins.   
 
Educate the Girls craft sale is Dec. 14. Educate the Girls supports efforts in Uganda for girls 
to attend school. Handmade baskets will be on sale, as well as colorful tote bags and beautiful 
aprons. On the same Sunday, Nancy’s son, Chris Swanberg, will bring for sale examples of his 
woodburning art. If you have a special order for a particular theme or design you would like 
Chris to make, please contact Nancy. 
 
Gaza Mom wants to give Arabic lessons:  A friend of the Clarksons is helping a mother in 
Gaza make money by doing long-distance Arabic teaching.  Here is the text of the mom’s ad: “I, 
Faten Abu Rajila am pleased to announce: Regarding accepting students for Arabic language 
lessons, we offer step-by-step lessons for beginners, covering Modern Standard Arabic, the 
Levantine dialect, and the Palestinian dialect.  The lessons will be delivered via WhatsApp live 
for one hour weekly or twice a month. Tuition is $50 an hour.”  Faten needs the money from 
these lessons to pay her rent in Gaza and to protect her family from the winter cold they would 
face if they had to move to a tent.”  Please email Katie Metres Akbar, kmakbar1@yahoo.com,  
for further information. 
 
Please sign the petition and help them raise $231:  For those who would like to help the 
group Arlington for Palestine raise $231 for supplies used for teach-ins and community events, 
here is the donation link: https://gofund.me/7ff25df92.  
 
Pat Sodo reports that she will be at Nova every Sunday until Christmas, and accepting book 
donations for the Women’s Prison Book Project.  
 
Contact Sally Keyes if you want white irises to plant, or her mom’s Clam Dip recipe. 
 
The Alexandria Singers Unwrapped, a holiday variety show, has performances at 7:30 p.m., 
Saturday, Dec. 6 and 4 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 7 at George Washington Masonic Memorial Theatre, 
101 Callahan Drive, Alexandria. There is plenty of parking. Tickets are $20-35, free ages 5 and 
under. Sunday Livestream is $25 per household. Shows are also drop-off sites for Volunteer 
Alexandria's 2025 Toy Drive. ALEXANDRIASINGERS.COM 
 
Christina Smith's son Xan was at liturgy today with more of the beautiful 2026 Calendars from 
the National Labor Federation.  Xan volunteers with them and said they are open 9 a.m. to 9 
p.m. every single day to help people.  All the art work was donated and each artist is mentioned 
in the calendar.  Suggested donation is $20.    
 
Garden work for Ronaldo: Ronaldo Vail, father of our refugee family from Guatemala, is 
available for garden work. His regular job is at Target; however, his schedule varies.  Please call 
Ronaldo directly at 731-618-1459 to set up a time.   He welcomes extra work around the garden 
and home.  Please click here for directions to his home. 
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Food for AFAC — Finally, please continue to bring food donations for the Arlington Food 
Assistance Coalition, which needs our boxes of cold cereal, jars of peanut butter, and cans of 
tuna, beans or low-salt vegetables. In October, AFAC was serving 4,000 families each week. 
That number was expected to  increase in November with the threats to SNAP benefits by the 
Trump administration.  Please be generous. 
 
Next Sunday is the First Sunday of Advent.  The planners will be Gino Correa, OFM, and Pat 
Sodo. The scribe will be Markie Harwood who, as always, needs announcements in writing 
please. 
 
FROM NOV. 16: 
Calendar: 
Monday, Dec. 1,  4 PM:  Women’s Journey Group on Zoom. 
Sunday, Dec. 7 after liturgy:  Nova Book discussion at Mogs’. 
Sunday, Dec. 14:  Educate the Girls craft sale before & after liturgy. 
 
Announcements: 
Please return your pledge cards.  As you can see from Dianne’s email, not everyone has 
returned their pledge cards with the amount that they plan to contribute to Nova in 2026.  If you 
are a remote member, you can always call Joe or Dianne, or send Joe a note directly. 
 
There are 5 liturgies remaining to be chosen for 2026.  Will you be the lucky one?  Contact 
David Mog to see what is available.  Use https://gcatholic.org/calendar/2026/General-G-en  to 
see the liturgical feast that corresponds to which calendar date.  Once you know your liturgical 
feast, you can use the Nova reading site https://www.novacatholic.org/nova-readings-files.html  
to find the Year A readings for that Sunday.  If you are still hesitant, get together with another 
Nova friend to plan together; half the work, double the fun. 
 
The Nova Book group will meet at the Mog home after liturgy on December 7. We are reading: 
“Life After Doom: Wisdom and Courage for a World Falling Apart” by Brian McLaren and “The 
Serviceberry: An Economy of Gifts and Abundance” by Robin Wall Kimmerer.  RSVP: 
gloriamog@verizon.net. 
 
Educate the Girls craft sale Dec. 14 — Nancy Veldhuis said that Educate the Girls, which 
supports efforts in Uganda for girls to attend school, will have a craft sale at Nova on Sunday 
Dec. 14. Nancy said handmade baskets will be on sale, as well as colorful tote bags and 
beautiful aprons. Please help support this long-standing Nova project. Nancy said that on the 
same Sunday, her son, Chris Swanberg, will bring for sale examples of his woodburning art. If 
you have a special order (for a particular theme or design) you would like Chris to make, please 
contact Nancy. 
 
Gaza Mom wants to give Arabic Lessons: A friend of Tom Clarkson is helping a mother in 
Gaza make money by doing long-distance Arabic teaching. Here is the text of the mom’s ad: 

https://gcatholic.org/calendar/2026/General-G-en
https://www.novacatholic.org/nova-readings-files.html


 “I, Faten Abu Rajila am pleased to announce:  Regarding accepting students for Arabic 
language lessons we offer step-by-step lessons for beginners, covering Modern Standard 
Arabic, the Levantine dialect, and the Palestinian dialect.  The lessons will be delivered via 
WhatsApp live for one hour weekly or twice a month. Tuition is $50 an hour.”  Faten needs the 
money from these lessons “to pay my rent in Gaza and to protect [her family] from the winter 
cold they would face if we had to move to a tent.” Please email Tom’s friend, Katie Metres 
Akbar, kmakbar1@yahoo.com. for further information. 
 
Sign the petition and help raise $231:  For those who would like to help the group Arlington 
for Palestine raise $231 for supplies used for teach-ins and community events, here is the 
donation link: https://gofund.me/7ff25df92.  
Pat Sodo reports that she will be at Nova every Sunday until Christmas, and accepting book 
donations for the Women’s Prison Book Project.  
 
Contact Sally Keyes if you want white irises to plant, or her mom’s Clam Dip recipe. 
 
Garden work for Ronaldo — Tom Clarkson also wanted us to know that Ronaldo Vail (father of 
our refugee family from Guatemala) is available for garden work. His regular job is at Target; 
however, his schedule varies.  Please call Ronaldo directly at 731-618-1459 to set up a time.   
He welcomes extra work around the garden and home.  Please click here for directions to his 
home. 
 
Food for AFAC — Finally, please continue to bring food donations for the Arlington Food 
Assistance Coalition, which needs our boxes of cold cereal, jars of peanut butter, and cans of 
tuna, beans or low-salt vegetables. In October, AFAC was serving 4,000 families each week. 
That number will increase in November with the threats to SNAP benefits by the Trump 
administration.  Please be generous. 
 
Next Sunday is the Feast of Christ the King.  The planners will be Charley Miller, OFM and 
Yaneth Spaine.  The scribe will be Linda Christie who, as always, needs announcements in 
writing. – Submitted by Cathy Goldschmidt 
 
FROM NOV. 9: 
Upcoming events/Dates to remember 
Tuesday, 5-7 pm — protest against genocide in Palestine, in Baltimore. 
Thursday, 8:30-9 am — prayer vigil at ICE headquarters in DC. 
Dec. 14 — Educate the Girls craft sale, before and after Nova liturgy at Kenmore. 
 
Announcements 
1) Two protests this week — Clair Lamb wanted Nova to know about two protests happening 
this week, one in Baltimore and one in Washington DC. The first is on Tuesday (Nov. 11), from 5 
to 7 pm, at 700 Aliceanna Street in Baltimore, where the US Conference of Catholic Bishops will 
be convening. Clair said the Catholic Caucus of Christians for a Free Palestine will gather to 
speak out against genocide in Palestine. The second protest is on Thursday (Nov 13), from 8:30 

https://gofund.me/7ff25df92
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https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fdocument%2Fd%2F1umz3IcrrRLwWoFlVjQf7riz4rAQymSSAf3uS6onEevo%2Fedit%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=05%7C02%7C%7C2e3acb6ae0794e9c793008de1fdec0f1%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638983238731484437%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=op7CYDnpcHtXlB4U53E%2BouOfnKmLB%2FE52priBuM6LSE%3D&reserved=0


to 9 am, at ICE headquarters, 500 12th Street SW, in Washington DC. The nationwide One 
Church-One Family Catholic Public Witness movement will hold a nonviolent prayer vigil outside 
the ICE offices. Pax Christi and NETWORK are both part of this effort. Similar events are 
happening around the country this week —go to  https://1family.us/ for details. 
 
2) Liturgy “lottery” 5 dates remain — David Mog said that (as of this morning) 5 Sundays still 
have not been claimed for the liturgy “lottery” for the upcoming liturgical year (which starts at the 
end of this month). Please talk to David about claiming one of those dates.  
 
3) Educate the Girls craft sale Dec. 14 — Nancy Veldhuis said that Educate the Girls, which 
supports efforts in Uganda for girls to attend school, will have a craft sale at Nova on Sunday 
Dec. 14. Nancy said handmade baskets will be on sale, as well as colorful tote bags and 
beautiful aprons. Please help support this long-standing Nova project. Nancy said that on the 
same Sunday, her son, Chris Swanberg, will bring for sale examples of his woodburning art. If 
you have a special order (for a particular theme or design) you would like Chris to make, please 
contact Nancy. 
 
4) Gaza petition link — Tom Clarkson said that anyone who would like to sign the AAD petition 
on Gaza as an individual, can do so by going to the link 
https://actionnetwork.org/petitions/arlington-apartheid-divest. In addition, for those who would 
like to help the group Arlington for Palestine raise $231 for supplies used for teach-ins and 
community events, here is the donation link: https://gofund.me/7ff25df92.  
 
5) Clam Dip recipe — Sally Keyes brought copies of her clam dip recipe to liturgy today. If you 
didn’t see it (or weren’t at Kenmore today) and would like the recipe, please contact Sally 
directly. 
 
6) Garden work for Ronaldo — Tom Clarkson also wanted us to know that Ronaldo Vail (father 
of our refugee family from Guatemala) is available for garden work. His regular job is at Target; 
however, his schedule varies.  Please call Ronaldo directly at 731-618-1459 to set up a time.   
He welcomes extra work around the garden and home.  Please click here for directions to his 
home. 
7) Food for AFAC — Finally, please continue to bring food donations for the Arlington Food 
Assistance Coalition, which needs our boxes of cold cereal, jars of peanut butter, and cans of 
tuna, beans or low-salt vegetables. In October, AFAC was serving 4,000 families each week. 
That number is likely to climb this month, with the continued cut-off of funding for SNAP benefits 
by the Trump administration. Even with new efforts such as those by Arlington Public Schools to 
provide free hot meals for families in need each weeknight at the three Arlington high schools, 
there are people in our communities who will not have enough to eat. Please be generous.  
 
The presider and planners for next Sunday’s liturgy will be Quinn Conners, O. Carm., and 
Cece and Kopp Michelotti. The scribe for announcements will be Cathy Goldschmidt, who (as 
usual) needs written copies of any announcements made. — submitted by Phil and Alicia 
Cackley 
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FROM NOV. 2: 
Calendar: 
Monday, Nov. 3, 4:00-5:30 p.m. - NOVA Women’s Journey Group Meeting. 
Tuesday, Nov. 4 - Election Day. 
Saturday,  Nov. 8 – 12:00 p.m. Intentional Eucharistic Communities (IEC) Zoom meeting 
featuring NOVA. 
Sunday, Nov. 9 -  Social Justice Liturgy, collection of annual donation pledge cards; special 
collection for rental assistance; liturgy lottery before and after liturgy. 
Sunday, Nov. 30 – First Sunday in Advent. 
  
Announcements 
There are still some Sunday liturgies for the upcoming year that need planners. You can 
sign up for one of these liturgies next Sunday or contact David Mog at 703-522-1812. It’s also 
important to contact David now if you would like to plan a community-led liturgy during the 
coming year. He also suggests partnering for a liturgy with someone who normally attends on 
Zoom. 
  
The NOVA Women’s Journey Group meets tomorrow, Nov. 3, 4:00-5:30 p.m. The Zoom link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6689434741?pwd=U21vc0ptTDNEMEhRWVBhRUJReEhhZz09&om
n=81571054008 
  
From Clyde: IEC Zoom Meeting - All are welcome next Saturday, Nov. 8, at noon to see 
NOVA’s presentation “How does an IEC like NOVA work?” to an international consortium of 
Catholic Church reformers.  There will be a 20-minute video of comments by NOVA members, 
followed by dialogue within the larger group. To join, click on https://zoom.us/j/2429500175: 
Password is spirit. 
  
From Markie and Kopp on Peace and Social Justice Needs: At the Oct. 5 general meeting, 
Dianne and Markie told you about the flood of rental requests at the beginning of the school 
year. With Dianne recovering from her surgery over the last three weeks, we are getting a clear 
picture of the hard work she and Eric put into keeping up with these requests. It has taken three 
of us in their place to keep up with the seemingly constant requests coming from school social 
workers for rental assistance or emergency needs. 
 For example, in those three weeks, NOVA has helped 14 families with rental assistance ranging 
from $300 to $3,000. An example from one social worker: Nataniel came to Virginia seeking a 
safer life for his family, and he worked several jobs to support them. He was detained at a traffic 
stop while driving to work and is facing deportation to Guatemala. His wife, Leonora, is facing 
unfathomable challenges and has been struggling to pay the rent as she was not previously 
working. A friend will let them move into her basement starting in December, but Leonora has to 
complete her lease and is requesting help.  
 Another example: Mother died this past weekend due to cancer. Due to medical and funeral 
expenses, dad is struggling to pay November rent. He plans to move his family in with a family 
member in December. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6689434741?pwd=U21vc0ptTDNEMEhRWVBhRUJReEhhZz09&omn=81571054008
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https://zoom.us/j/2429500175:


 Once again, next Sunday we will take a special collection to support our rental assistance 
program, and we ask for your generous donations. During the coming week, you can also 
contribute through PayPal or by check to Joe Formoso. Indicate online or on your check that 
your contribution is for rental assistance. 
 Also, looking ahead to 2026, as announced by Joe during the General Meeting, the Peace and 
Social Justice Team is recommending that NOVA members think and pray about how much they 
will be able to contribute to the community for our fixed needs, for our regular commitments to 
social justice projects and for special collections. Please bring your pledge cards to liturgy next 
Sunday or mail them to Joe with your anonymous pledge.  
  
Garden work for Ronaldo — Ronaldo Vail (father of our refugee family from Guatemala) is 
available for garden work. He works at Target, however, his schedule varies.  Please call 
Ronaldo directly at 731-618-1459 to set up a time.   He welcomes extra work around the garden 
and home.  Please click here for directions to his home. 
  
Food for AFAC — As always, please remember to bring donations of food for the Arlington 
Food Assistance Center (AFAC) to liturgy on Sunday at Kenmore. Boxes of cold cereal, cans of 
low-salt vegetables or beans, canned tuna and other shelf-stable items are welcome. This is a 
social justice effort that Nova has supported for three decades, and the need is not growing 
smaller. 
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