
NOVA’S WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
FROM JAN. 25: 
Calendar:  
Tuesday, Jan. 27: Bible Study via Zoom. 
Thursday, Jan, 29: Lobby Day at Virginia's General Assembly. 
Thursday, Jan, 29, 7-8 p.m.: Talk via Zoom on Palestine featuring Mary Grace and 
Carmela. 
Sunday, Feb. 1 after liturgy: General Meeting to discuss Social Action Budget. There 
will be an agape! 
Monday, Feb. 2, 4 p.m.:  Women’s Journey group on Zoom. Gloria Mog facilitates.  
Sunday, Feb. 8 after liturgy:  NOVA Book Group meets at Goldschmidt’s.  
Saturday, Feb. 28: Palestinian Immersion Experience. 
Wednesday, March 11:  Lenten mini-retreat with Gino Correa, OFM.  
Thursday, March 26 and Friday, March 27: Demonstrations near the Pentagon.   
 
Announcements:  
The housing proposal meeting will be rescheduled, most likely on a weekday via 
Zoom.  
First-hand report on Palestine: What’s it really like to live in Palestine today?  Find out 
Thursday, Jan 29 from 7-8 p.m. on Zoom, as Carmela, Mary Grace and others share 
their experiences from visiting the occupied West Bank last Christmas. You are 
welcome to invite friends and members of your community. Please register here: 
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/jJoHLFZPRwu739axviYbOA 
The General Meeting to consider social justice project funding for 2026 will be 
after liturgy on Sunday, Feb. 1. There will be an agape to sustain you for the meeting. 
Kindly let Sally Keyes know this week what you plan to bring. Finger foods are 
preferred. Markie sent an email Jan. 24 with the sponsors’ proposals. Please take time 
to read them this week and be ready to discuss them on Sunday.  
A Lenten mini-retreat will be held from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Wednesday, March 11 at 
Missionhurst in North Arlington. Fr. Gino Correa will lead us through a day of prayer, 
inspiration and reflection to deepen and support our Lenten journey together.  
Sign up please with Linda Christie: jacklinc@verizon.net. First come, first served.   
Suggested donation at the door: $20/person.  Bring your own lunch. Coffee/tea/water 
provided. 
NOVA's Women's Group meets the first Monday of the month via Zoom. The next 
gathering is Monday, Feb. 2 beginning at 4 p.m.   
Bible Study meetings on Zoom with John Veldhuis have been moved to Tuesdays. 
Sign up with John if you have not done so. Chapters 5 and 6 of “The Separation of 
Church and Hate” will be discussed.   

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/jJoHLFZPRwu739axviYbOA


The NOVA book group will meet Feb. 8 after liturgy at the Goldschmidt’s to discuss 
“Separation of Church and Hate” by John Fugelsang. Please RSVP to Cathy by Feb 1 if 
you plan to attend.  
NOVA Draft Directory: Today after Mass Tom Clarkson sent out an email to everyone 
on the NOVA mailing list or in the current NOVA Directory with a copy of the new NOVA 
Directory attached.  Please review your families’ entries and send an email to 
toclarkson@gmail.com by midnight Sunday, Feb. 8 with any corrections or additions.  If 
you did not receive an email of the draft directory, please send Tom an email asking for 
it.  
Palestine Immersion Experience: Learn about what life is like in Christian Palestine 
on Saturday, Feb. 28 from 5:45 to 9 p.m. at St. Augustine Catholic School/Church, 1421 
V St. NW, Washington, DC 20009.  This immersive program will guide participants 
through a series of stations that illuminate key aspects of Palestinian life, followed by a 
keynote speaker and a shared meal for reflection and connection. Registration is limited 
to 150 people.  To register or donate, please click on this link:  
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeLhNyIKjQPBdl1z_YPhkcRQKIFuLXQU6
WxtVdhlCOusVnzwA/viewform. For more information, please see the flyer by clicking 
here. 
A demonstration near the Pentagon is planned March 27. Contact Mary Grace if you 
can provide housing and a venue for meals March 26 and 27.  
Let the Children Live Campaign: Our friend Fr. Jacek has asked us to support Gaza’s 
children.  Here is a link that will take you to their signup page:  
https://cmep.org/let-children-live/  where you will receive the name of a Palestinian child 
alive today and lift them up in prayer and advocacy. 
Meg Tuccillo shared her stash of whistles to wear around your neck that you can 
blow to alert individuals if you see ICE activity. Even if you don’t see activity, wearing a 
whistle is a sign of solidarity with immigrants struggling in the current environment. Meg 
will have more to give out next week -- or just buy one yourself -- and wear it! Mary 
Grace suggested we all try to take a class in how to react to ICE activities, and Meg 
cautioned about not blowing the whistle unless there is a real ICE presence due to the 
whistles causing fear for some folks.  
Garden work for Ronaldo: Ronaldo Vail (father of our refugee family from Guatemala) 
is available for garden work, however, his schedule at Target varies.  Please call 
Ronaldo directly @ 731-618-1459 to set up a time.   He welcomes extra work around 
the garden and home.  Please click here for directions to his home. 
From the Treasurer (Joseph Formoso): We will traveling and away until April 1. Even 
though I will be soaking up the sun, I will still be available by email and text. Bill Meyer 
has checks and will pay the celebrants on Sundays. Dianne will have checks for social 
action and rent payments.  If you make donations by mail, please continue to send them 
to my home address (10000 Winnepeg Court, Burke, VA 22015).  Mail will be checked, 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeLhNyIKjQPBdl1z_YPhkcRQKIFuLXQU6WxtVdhlCOusVnzwA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeLhNyIKjQPBdl1z_YPhkcRQKIFuLXQU6WxtVdhlCOusVnzwA/viewform
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bpoGCGIX2TMRhEO5MhJqtaAKF4Sj29Vx/view?usp=sharing
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1umz3IcrrRLwWoFlVjQf7riz4rAQymSSAf3uS6onEevo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1umz3IcrrRLwWoFlVjQf7riz4rAQymSSAf3uS6onEevo/edit?usp=sharing


and checks will be deposited. If you use PayPal, please continue to make your 
donations as normal.  
Food for AFAC: Don’t forget to bring boxes of cold cereal or other food donations for 
the Arlington Food Assistance Center (AFAC) to Kenmore on Sundays. AFAC serves 
more than 4,000 families every week. This is a longtime NOVA social justice effort.  
Next Sunday is the Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time.  It is a Community-Led Liturgy by 
Jeanne and Tom Clarkson.  The scribe will be Judy Christofferson, who needs all 
announcements in writing.  
 
FROM. JAN. 18: 
Calendar: 
Sunday, February 1 after liturgy:  General Meeting to discuss Social Action Budget. 
February 4, 4:30 p.m.:  Women’s Journey group on Zoom.  Gloria Mog facilitates. 
Sunday, February 8 after liturgy:  Nova Book Group meets at Goldschmidt’s. 
March 11, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.:  Lenten mini-retreat with Gino Correa, OFM. details to follow. 
 
Announcements: 
Make plans to stay after Liturgy on Sunday, Feb. 1, for a Nova General Meeting where we 
will be considering social justice project funding for the coming year.  There will be an agape to 
sustain you for the meeting. 
Bible Study meetings on Zoom with John Veldhuis have been moved to Tuesdays, starting 
immediately.  
From the Treasurer (Joseph Formoso): We will traveling and away until April 1.  Even though 
I will be soaking up the sun, I will still available by email and text. Bill Meyer has checks and will 
pay the celebrants on Sunday. Dianne will have checks for social action and rent payments.  If 
you make donations by mail, please continue to send them to my home address (10000 
Winnepeg Court, Burke VA 22015).  Mail will be checked, and checks will be deposited. If you 
use PayPal, please continue to make your donations as normal. 
The Nova book group will meet February 8 after liturgy at the Goldschmidt’s to discuss 
“Separation of Church and Hate" by John Fugelsang. RSVP to Cathy by February 1 if you plan 
to attend. 
Meg Tuccillo shared her stash of whistles to wear around your neck that you can blow to alert 
individuals if you see ICE activity. Even if you don’t see activity, wearing a whistle is a sign of 
solidarity with immigrants struggling in the current environment. Meg will have more to give out 
next week -- or just buy one yourself -- and wear it! 
Gaza Children’s Campaign — Tom Clarkson asked that we consider signing Fr. Jacek 
Orzechowski’s campaign to support Gaza’s children.  Here is a link that will take you to their 
signup page:  https://cmep.org/let-children-live/ where you will receive the name of a Palestinian 
child alive today and lift them up in prayer and advocacy. 
Palestinian Immersion Experience — Tom also wanted us to know about an invitation to learn 
about what life is like in Christian Palestine.  The Palestinian Immersion Experience event takes 
place on Saturday, Feb. 28,  from 5:45 to 9 p.m., at St. Augustine Catholic School/Church, 1421 
V St. NW, Washington, DC. The program is from 6 to 7:45 pm, participants visit three stations 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcmep.org%2Flet-children-live%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7C2dba38d17bd24042170908de50ab4216%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639036893629663986%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OyyD44wCCOIPgHErflU1lQdIH2uadAv8u8qdRzgwSn4%3D&reserved=0


set up in school rooms where they see what it’s like to live in Christian Palestine today.  Then 
from 7:45 to 8:20 p.m. a keynote speaker will talk. Finally, from 8:20 to 9 p.m., participants can  
join others for a free dinner.  Registration is limited to 150 people. To register or donate, please 
click on this link:  
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeLhNyIKjQPBdl1z_YPhkcRQKIFuLXQU6WxtVdhl
COusVnzwA/viewform For more information, please see the flyer by clicking here.  
Garden work for Ronaldo. Finally, Tom asked us to remember Ronaldo Vail, the father of our 
refugee family from Guatemala, who is available for garden work. He works at Target most days, 
however, his schedule varies.  Please call Ronaldo directly at 731-618-1459 to set up a time. He 
welcomes extra work around the garden and home.  Please click here for directions to his 
home. 
Food for AFAC — Don’t forget to bring boxes of cold cereal or other food donations for the 
Arlington Food Assistance Center (AFAC) to Kenmore on Sundays. AFAC serves more than 
4,000 families every week. This is a longtime Nova social justice effort. 
Next Sunday is the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time.  The planners will be Charley Miller, OFM, 
and Alicia and Phil Cackley. The scribe will be Linda Christie, who needs all announcements in 
writing. 
  
FROM JAN. 11: 
Upcoming Events/Dates to Remember 
Wednesday, 7:30 pm — Bible Study with John Veldhuis (on Zoom). 
Sunday, Jan. 18 — meeting about affordable housing resolution, after Liturgy at Kenmore. 
Sunday, Feb. 1 — Nova general meeting, after Liturgy, at Kenmore. 
 
Announcements 
1) Affordable housing resolution, next Sunday — Don’t forget that after liturgy next Sunday 
(Jan. 18), Nova will discuss a possible resolution to the Arlington County board on the question 
of funding for affordable housing. For the text of the resolution under consideration, see the end 
of this bulletin. 
 
2) Bible Study resumes Wednesday on Zoom — John Veldhuis said his Bible Study group 
will resume its weekly meetings, starting this Wednesday (Jan. 14) at 7:30 pm, on Zoom. For 
more details or to get the Zoom link, contact John. 
 
3) Tables for Six starting again — Cathy Goldschmidt let us know that the Tables for Six 
gatherings will begin again in the spring. The group planners will meet tomorrow (Monday 
Jan.12) to re-shuffle the tables for the Spring gatherings.  If you would like to change your status 
-- join or decline for the upcoming months --  please contact Cathy or Sally Keyes.  If they don't 
hear from you, they will assume that you are happy with your current arrangement. 
 
4) Books for Women’s Prison Book Project — Pat Sodo said she will be at Nova for the next 
two weeks and will be happy to accept donations for the Women’s Prison Book Project. You can 
donate hardback books, paperbacks, or old DVDs. Anything that doesn’t go directly to the 
women’s group will be traded in at a used bookstore for credit. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeLhNyIKjQPBdl1z_YPhkcRQKIFuLXQU6WxtVdhlCOusVnzwA/viewform
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https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fdocument%2Fd%2F1umz3IcrrRLwWoFlVjQf7riz4rAQymSSAf3uS6onEevo%2Fedit%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=05%7C02%7C%7C2dba38d17bd24042170908de50ab4216%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639036893629733777%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rOL5zhKpI36S9VRc4do1NmLV2twHksG0lgoy%2Bcu1Q9Y%3D&reserved=0
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5) Nova General Meeting on Feb. 1 — Make plans to stay after Liturgy on Sunday, Feb. 1, for 
a Nova General Meeting where we will consider social justice project funding for the coming 
year. 
 
6) Lenten Day of Reflection? — Gloria Mog asked for a show of interest in a possible Lenten 
Day of Reflection, to take place in early March. Contact Gloria if you need more details. 
 
7) Gaza Children’s Campaign — Tom Clarkson asked that we consider signing Fr. Jacek 
Orzechowski’s campaign to support Gaza’s children.  Here is a link that will take you to their 
signup page:  https://cmep.org/let-children-live/  where you will receive the name of a 
Palestinian child alive today and lift them up in prayer and advocacy. 
 
8) Palestinian Immersion Experience — Tom also wanted us to know about an invitation to 
learn about what life is like in Christian Palestine.  The Palestinian Immersion Experience event 
takes place on Saturday, Feb. 28,  from 5:45 to 9 pm, at St. Augustine Catholic School/Church, 
1421 V St. NW, Washington, DC. The program is from 6 to 7:45 pm, participants visit three 
stations set up in school rooms where they see what it’s like to live in Christian Palestine today.  
Then from 7:45 to 8:20 pm a keynote speaker will talk. Finally, from 8:20 to 9 pm, participants 
can  join others for a free dinner.  Registration is limited to 150 people.  To register or donate, 
please click on this link:  
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeLhNyIKjQPBdl1z_YPhkcRQKIFuLXQU6WxtVdhl
COusVnzwA/viewform For more information, please see the flyer by clicking here.  
 
9) Garden work for Ronaldo — Tom asked us to remember Ronaldo Vail, the father of our 
refugee family from Guatemala, who is available for garden work. He works at Target most days, 
however, his schedule varies.  Please call Ronaldo directly at 731-618-1459 to set up a time. He 
welcomes extra work around the garden and home.  Please click here for directions to his 
home. 
 
10) Food for AFAC — Don’t forget to bring boxes of cold cereal or other food donations for the 
Arlington Food Assistance Center (AFAC) to Kenmore on Sundays. AFAC serves more than 
4,000 families every week. This is a longtime Nova social justice effort. 
 
11) Anniversary photo slideshow on the website — Dianne Carroll put today’s photo 
slideshow (made for Nova’s 58th anniversary, today) on the Nova website: 
https://www.novacatholic.org/ Or possibly go to the photos page on the same website: 
https://novacommunity.weebly.com/ Or just content yourself with reviewing all the materials up 
on the website from our last big anniversary (the 50th), at this link: 
https://www.novacatholic.org/nova--50.html  
 
The presider and planners for next Sunday’s liturgy will be Fr. Francis Gargani, CSsR, and 
Sally and Joe Keyes. The scribe for announcements will be Cathy Goldschmidt (who needs 
written copies of announcements made). — submitted by Phil and Alicia Cackley 
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Here is the text of the Affordable Housing resolution: 
Clair Lamb provided the following information on NOVA’s  two revised housing proposals for the 
community to consider and discuss after the January 18 liturgy. John Reeder, Chuck Albert, 
Anita Martineau, and Grace Kelly have been working on these.  
  
NOVA Catholic Community Resolution on Adjusting Low-Income Housing Assistance in 
Arlington County 
Proposal #1: We urge the Arlington County Board to use its Expense for Housing Budget to 
fund the construction of any new affordable housing developments in Arlington, only if at least 
25% of the new units within them will be rented to households whose incomes are 40% of AMI 
or less, starting in FY2027. 
Rationale: Households earning 40% of AMI or less have been underserved for several decades. 
These households have the highest rental support needs. To date, only 3% of the committed 
affordable units (CAFs) funded and built in Arlington County are rented to households with 
incomes at or less than 40% of AMI. County reports indicate that there is a shortage of about 
8,000 units needed to house this income group, It seems apparent that an equitable redirection 
in renting CAFs must be made.  
  
Proposal #2: We urge the Arlington County Board to transfer $10 million from its FY 2027 
Expense for Housing Budget to fund more housing rental grants to assist an additional 1000 to 
2000 low-income tenant households with incomes at or below 40% of AMI. The number of 
additional housing grants created will be dependent on the amount of the average grant. 
 Rationale: There are about 10,000 rental households in Arlington County earning 40% of AMI 
or less, of which about 7,000 receive NO housing assistance of any type. These households 
must deal with market rate rentals as best they can. Increasing the number of housing grants 
will support those households that are struggling with rents now rather than waiting to obtain a 
prospective CAF unit in the future. 
 
FROM JAN. 4: 
Calendar 
Monday, January 5, 4 p.m.: Women’s Journey Group on Zoom. 
Sunday, January 11:  Liturgy celebrating the NOVA Community’s 58th Anniversary followed by 
an agape. 
Sunday, January 18: After-liturgy discussion of revised proposals regarding low-income 
housing in Arlington. 
Sunday, February 1: After-liturgy General Meeting to discuss and approve the Community’s 
Peace and Social Justice projects for 2026. 
 
******************* 
  
The Women’s Journey Group will be at 4 p.m. Monday on Zoom.  Click on the following link to 
join the discussion:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83607166574.  Even if you haven’t attended 
previous meetings, you are encouraged to attend. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83607166574


  
The celebration of the NOVA Community’s 58th anniversary next Sunday, January 11, will be 
followed by an after-liturgy gathering with the opportunity to chat informally with others and 
share some goodies.  Sally Keyes, coordinator of our monthly gatherings, would appreciate your 
willingness to bring a food item to share, such as fruit, raw vegetables, cookies, etc.  Please 
email Sally what you plan to bring. 
  
The Peace and Social Justice Team would like to gather all updates from sponsors of peace 
and social justice projects by Wednesday, January 15, in preparation for the community’s  
February 1 General Meeting. Please try to email Markie your update by the 15th of this month or 
let her know if you have a problem meeting that deadline. 
  
Clair Lamb provided the following information on NOVA’s  two revised housing proposals for 
the community to consider and discuss after the January 18 liturgy. John Reeder, Chuck Albert, 
Anita Martineau, and Grace Kelly have been working on these.  
  
NOVA Catholic Community Resolution on Adjusting Low-Income Housing Assistance in 
Arlington County 
Proposal #1: We urge the Arlington County Board to use its Expense for Housing Budget to 
fund the construction of any new affordable housing developments in Arlington, only if at least 
25% of the new units within them will be rented to households whose incomes are 40% AMI or 
less, starting in FY2027 
Rationale: Households earning 40% AMI or less have been underserved for several decades. 
These households have the highest rental support needs. To date, only 3% of the committed 
affordable units (CAFs) funded and built in Arlington County are rented to households with 
incomes at or less than 40% AMI. County reports indicate that there is a shortage of about 
8,000 units needed to house this income group, It seems apparent that an equitable redirection 
in renting CAFs must be made. 
  
Proposal #2: We urge the Arlington County Board to transfer $10 million from its FY 2027 
Expense for Housing Budget to fund more housing rental grants to assist an additional 1000 to 
2000 low-income tenant households with incomes at or below 40% AMI. The number of 
additional housing grants created will be dependent on the amount of the average grant. 
Rationale: There are about 10,000 rental households in Arlington County earning 40% AMI or 
less of which, about 7,000 receive NO housing assistance of any type. These households must 
deal with market rate rentals as best they can. Increasing the number of housing grants will 
support those households that are struggling with rents now rather than waiting to obtain a 
prospective CAF unit in the future. 
  
Tom Clarkson provided the following information: 
1.      Let the Children Live Campaign 
Our friend Fr. Jacek Orzechowski sent us a flyer in support of Gaza’s Children.  Here is a link 
that will take you to their signup page:  https://cmep.org/let-children-live/ 
2.     SIGN THE AAD PETITION AND HELP THEM RAISE $231 

https://cmep.org/let-children-live/


For those who would like to help the group Arlington for Palestine raise $231 for supplies used 
for teach-ins and community events, here is the donation link: https://gofund.me/7ff25df92. 
3.     HEATHER COX RICHARDSON ON VENEZUELA 
Heather Cox Richardson explains the seriousness of U.S. attack on Venezuela.  Here’s a link to 
her warning about how the administration’s attack on Venezuela is destroying the international 
rule of law and attacks the U.S. Constitution: 
https://youtu.be/wu9QSeAI22I?si=hVk56NDlNbJWy8wz. 
4.     GARDEN WORK FOR RONALDO  
Ronaldo Vail (father of our refugee family from Guatemala) is available for garden work, 
however, his schedule at Target varies.  Please call Ronaldo directly @ 731-618-1459 to set up 
a time.   He welcomes extra work around the garden and home.  Please click here for directions 
to his home. 
  
Food for AFAC: Please continue to bring food donations for the Arlington Food Assistance 
Coalition, which needs our boxes of cold cereal, jars of peanut butter, and cans of tuna, beans, 
or low-salt vegetables. In October, AFAC was serving 4,000 families each week. That number 
was expected to increase with the threats to SNAP benefits by the Trump administration.   
  
Next Sunday is the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord.  The planners will be Quinn Connors, O. 
Carm., and Gloria Mog. The scribes will be the Cackleys, who need any announcements in 
writing. 
 
FROM DEC. 21: 
Calendar 
Wednesday, 24 December 5 PM:  Christmas Eve Liturgy.  
Sunday, 4 January:  Liturgy resumes at Kenmore. 
Monday, 5 January  4 PM:  Women’s Journey Group on Zoom. 

Sunday, 11 January:  Liturgy in celebration of Nova’s 58th Anniversary, Agape to follow. 
Sunday 1 February, after liturgy:  General Meeting to approve Peace and Social Justice 
projects for 2026. 
 
Announcements: 
Christmas Eve Liturgy will be at 5 PM at the Center for Spiritual Enlightenment, 222 N. 
Washington Street, Falls Church. Clair is coordinator for the light agape after the liturgy, and 
would be grateful for any contributions of finger foods, and for anyone who's willing to stay a 
little after the liturgy to help with cleanup.  
 
There will be no liturgy on Sunday, December 28.  Kenmore is closed.  Our next liturgy is 
January 4.  
 
Let the Children Live Campaign:  Our friend Fr. Jacek sent us a flyer in support of Gaza’s 
children.  Here is a link that will take you to their signup page:  https://cmep.org/let-children-live/   
 

https://gofund.me/7ff25df92
https://www.youtube.com/live/ApscIwDrWJI?si=e5bJZ6R25KfrRlMk
https://youtu.be/wu9QSeAI22I?si=hVk56NDlNbJWy8wz
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1umz3IcrrRLwWoFlVjQf7riz4rAQymSSAf3uS6onEevo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1umz3IcrrRLwWoFlVjQf7riz4rAQymSSAf3uS6onEevo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1umz3IcrrRLwWoFlVjQf7riz4rAQymSSAf3uS6onEevo/edit?usp=sharing
https://cmep.org/let-children-live/


Sign the petition and help them raise $231:  For those who would like to help the group 
Arlington for Palestine raise $231 for supplies used for teach-ins and community events, here is 
the donation link: https://gofund.me/7ff25df92 
 
Garden Work for Ronaldo:  Ronaldo Vail (father of our refugee family from Guatemala) is 
available for garden work, however, his schedule at Target varies.  Please call Ronaldo directly 
@ 731-618-1459 to set up a time.   He welcomes extra work around the garden and home.  
Please click here for directions to his home. 
 
Food for AFAC — Finally, please continue to bring food donations for the Arlington Food 
Assistance Coalition, which needs our boxes of cold cereal, jars of peanut butter, and cans of 
tuna, beans or low-salt vegetables.  The threat to SNAP benefits, the ICE depredations and the 
cold weather increases the number of families who rely on AFAC for nutrition.  Please be 
generous. 
 
Our next liturgy will be Christmas Eve.  The planners will be Fr. Francis Gargani CSsR and 
John Mooney and Susan Barse. The scribe, if one is needed, is Linda Christie.On January 4 we  
celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany with Fr. Gino Correa OFM and the scribe will be Judy 
Christofferson. 
 
FROM DEC. 14: 
Calendar: 
Wednesday, Dec. 17, 6:30p.m.: ZOOM discussion on housing proposal. 
Sunday, Dec. 21 before & after liturgy:  Educate the Girls craft sale. 
Sunday, Dec, 21:  Bake Sale by Nico and Isa Iskander (two of Kate's grandchildren) to benefit 
Salomon Klein orphanage in Cochabamba, Bolivia. 
Wednesday, Dec. 24, 5 p.m.: Nova’s Christmas liturgy at the Center for Spiritual Enlightenment 
in Falls Church. There will be refreshments afterwards, please bring light finger food.  Clair 
Lamb will coordinate. 
Sunday, Dec. 28: NO Nova liturgy, Kenmore is closed. 
Monday, Jan. 5, 4 p.m.:  Women’s Journey Group meets on Zoom. Jeanne Clarkson will send 
Zoom link and facilitate.  
Sunday, Jan. 11: Liturgy in celebration of Nova’s 58th anniversary.  There will be an agape with 
special cake afterwards. 
Sunday, Feb. 1 after liturgy: General meeting to approve Peace and Social Justice projects for 
2026. 
  
From Chuck Albert:  The Zoom link for Wednesday, Dec. 17 meeting on housing:  
Topic: NOVA discussion of affordable housing proposals 
Time: Dec 17, 2025 06:30 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86348181120?pwd=y2wdqffkbNsI89a0ygM6nSkua9ZyGV.1 
Meeting ID: 863 4818 1120 
Passcode: 307347 

https://gofund.me/7ff25df92
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1umz3IcrrRLwWoFlVjQf7riz4rAQymSSAf3uS6onEevo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1umz3IcrrRLwWoFlVjQf7riz4rAQymSSAf3uS6onEevo/edit?usp=sharing
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86348181120?pwd=y2wdqffkbNsI89a0ygM6nSkua9ZyGV.1


 
Please let Dianne or Joe F know the amount of money that you can donate via check, PayPal, 
etc. to buy Giant or Target Gift Cards for needy families as designated by social workers in 
Arlington County Schools.  The Gift Cards need to be distributed by this coming Friday, Dec. 
19th.   
 
Educate the Girls craft sale is now Dec. 21. Educate the Girls supports efforts in Uganda for 
girls to attend school. Handmade baskets will be on sale, as well as colorful tote bags and 
beautiful aprons. On the same Sunday, Nancy’s son, Chris Swanberg, will bring for sale 
examples of his woodburning art. If you have a special order for a particular theme  
or design you would like Chris to make, please contact Nancy. 
  
Christmas Eve liturgy will be at the Center for Spiritual Enlightenment, 222 N. Washington St. 
in Falls Church.  The liturgy will  be followed by a light agape.  Mass begins at 5p.m.  
  
Peace and Social Justice project: Markie sent emails to all sponsors of Peace and Social 
Justice projects. If you did NOT receive an email, please let her know.  (Reminder: Peace and 
Social Justice projects will be discussed and approved at a general meeting after the liturgy on 
Sunday, Feb. 1.) 
  
From Pat Sodo:  We received a thank you from WOMEN’S PRISON BOOK PROJECT for our 
continuing collaboration.  “Our work at Women’s Prison Book Project is possible only because of 
the time and donations given by our community. In the last year, we sent more than 7,127 
packages of books to incarcerated readers across the country. (With your help) we’ll continue 
sending books to people isolated in prisons, providing connection and important resources. 
Whether a book is educational, empowering, or escapist, we believe everyone should have 
access. In solidarity, WPBP Collective.” 
  
From Tom Clarkson: 
 1.      TEACH- IN ON PALESTINE: Please join Arlington for Palestine for a teach-in on 
Palestine 101: History and Present-Day Overview. This event will provide an open space to 
better understand the history and current situation in Palestine for people who may be anxious 
or hesitant about the subject. The teach-in will take place on Sunday December 14th, from 
2:30pm to 4:30pm. The teach-in will be in Arlington; the exact location will be shared upon 
RSVP. Please RSVP at the Link: https://bit.ly/dec14teachin.   (Please also note that the event is 
capped at 40 people!) 
2.     SIGN THE AAD PETITION AND HELP THEM RAISE $231: For those who would like to 
help the group Arlington for Palestine raise $231 for supplies used for teach-ins and community 
events, here is the donation link: https://gofund.me/7ff25df92. 
3.       Let the Children Live Campaign: Our friend Fr. Jacek sent us a flyer in support of Gaza’s 
Children.  Here is a link that will take you to their signup page:  https://cmep.org/let-children-live/ 
4.     TWO EXCELLENT SOURCES FOR DAILY NEWS: Democracy Now reports truthfully on 
war and peace, climate, and political issues. Here’s a link: 
https://www.democracynow.org/shows. Heather Cox Richardson explains current events with 

https://apis.mail.yahoo.com/ws/v3/mailboxes/@.id==VjN-5dzHC0Mgf_P4C5Z3v9nKoRtFLxZBehM_RnILG2rielpVBNx9RRsTRB2tPF6fzMWscJV5fB-58n-3JYhlz3uZgA/messages/@.id==AAu6AcAw1W2X7xyREWmQ344cB1i/content/parts/@.id==2/refresh?appid=YMailNorrinLaunch&ymreqid=e6e6387e-78fc-3fa2-1c26-590000011e00
https://bit.ly/dec14teachin
https://gofund.me/7ff25df92
https://cmep.org/let-children-live/
https://www.democracynow.org/shows
https://www.democracynow.org/shows
https://www.youtube.com/live/ApscIwDrWJI?si=e5bJZ6R25KfrRlMk


historical context.  Here’s a link: 
https://www.youtube.com/live/ApscIwDrWJI?si=e5bJZ6R25KfrRlMk. 
5.     GARDEN WORK FOR RONALDO: Ronaldo Vail (father of our refugee family from 
Guatemala) is available for garden work, however, his schedule at Target varies.  Please call 
Ronaldo directly @ 731-618-1459 to set up a time.   He welcomes extra work around the garden 
and home.  Please click here for directions to his home. 

​​  
Food for AFAC - Please continue to bring food donations for the Arlington Food Assistance 
Coalition, which needs our boxes of cold cereal, jars of peanut butter, and cans of tuna, beans, 
or low-salt vegetables. In October, AFAC was serving 4,000 families each week. That number 
was expected to increase with the threats to SNAP benefits by the Trump administration.  
Please be generous. 
  
John Veldhuis announced another Bible Study will begin after the New Year.  This one will 
be based in part on the book Separation of Church and Hate.  
  
Next Sunday is the Fourth Sunday of Advent. The planners will be Gino Correa, OFM, and Tim 
White. The scribe will be Cathy Goldschmidt who, as always, needs announcements in writing. 
 
FROM DEC 7: 
Calendar 
Sunday, Dec. 14 before & after liturgy:  Educate the Girls craft sale. 
Wednesday, December 24, 5:00 p.m.: Christmas Eve liturgy. 
Sunday, Feb. 1 after liturgy: General meeting to approve Peace and Social Justice projects for 
2026. 
  
Educate the Girls craft sale is Dec. 14. Educate the Girls supports efforts in Uganda for girls 
to attend school. Handmade baskets will be on sale, as well as colorful tote bags and beautiful 
aprons. On the same Sunday, Nancy’s son, Chris Swanberg, will bring for sale examples of his 
woodburning art. If you have a special order for a particular theme or design you would like 
Chris to make, please contact Nancy. 
  
Christmas Eve liturgy will be held at the Center for Spiritual Enlightenment, 222 N. 
Washington St. in Falls Church.  The liturgy will be followed by a light agape. 
  
Peace and Social Justice projects: Last week Markie sent emails to all sponsors of Peace 
and Social Justice projects. If you did NOT receive an email, please let her know.  (Reminder: 
Peace and Social Justice projects will be discussed and approved at a general meeting after the 
liturgy on Sunday, Feb. 1. 
  
Apologies from Pat Sodo to anyone who brought books to today’s liturgy. She WILL be at 
NOVA on Dec. 14  and 21 and will take any books you have in your car. 
  
From Tom Clarkson: 

https://www.youtube.com/live/ApscIwDrWJI?si=e5bJZ6R25KfrRlMk
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1umz3IcrrRLwWoFlVjQf7riz4rAQymSSAf3uS6onEevo/edit?usp=sharing
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1. ​ TWO EXCELLENT SOURCES FOR DAILY NEWS 
Democracy Now reports truthfully on war and peace, climate, and political issues. Here’s a link: 
https://www.democracynow.org/shows 
Heather Cox Richardson explains current events with historical context.  Here’s a link: 
https://www.youtube.com/live/ApscIwDrWJI?si=e5bJZ6R25KfrRlMk. 
  
2. ​ SIGN THE AAD PETITION AND HELP THEM RAISE $231 
For those who would like to help the group Arlington for Palestine raise $231 for supplies used 
for teach-ins and community events, here is the donation link: https://gofund.me/7ff25df92.  
  
3.  ​ TEACH- IN ON PALESTINE 
Please join Arlington for Palestine for a teach-in on Palestine 101: History and Present-Day 
Overview. This event will provide an open space to better understand the history and current 
situation in Palestine for people who may be anxious or hesitant about the subject. The teach-in 
will take place on Sunday, Dec. 14, from 2:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. The teach-in will be in Arlington; 
the exact location will be shared upon RSVP. Please RSVP at this link: 
https://bit.ly/dec14teachin.   (Please also note that the event is capped at 40 people!) 
 
  
4. ​ GARDEN WORK FOR RONALDO  
Ronaldo Vail (father of our refugee family from Guatemala) is available for garden work, 
however, his schedule at Target varies.  Please call Ronaldo directly @ 731-618-1459 to set up 
a time.   He welcomes extra work around the garden and home.  Please click here for directions 
to his home. 
  
Food for AFAC - Please continue to bring food donations for the Arlington Food Assistance 
Coalition, which needs our boxes of cold cereal, jars of peanut butter, and cans of tuna, beans, 
or low-salt vegetables. In October, AFAC was serving 4,000 families each week. That number 
was expected to increase with the threats to SNAP benefits by the Trump administration.  
Please be generous. 
  
Next Sunday is the Third Sunday of Advent.  The planners will be Charlie Miller, OFM, and 
Gloria Mog. The scribe will be Linda Christie, who, as always, needs announcements in writing. 
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